CATHOLIC DIOCESE
of COLUMBUS

OFFICE of the BISHOP

GENERAL DECREE
SPONSORING THE SALE OF FIREARMS
AND THE ACQUISITION OF GOODS FROM FIREARM SALES

The Bishops of the Ohio Catholic Conference (OCC) desire to promote a unified response to, in
the words of Pope Leo XIV, the “pandemic of arms, large and small, which affects our world.”

As one concrete response to this, the Bishops of the OCC issued a joint statement of 5 November
2025, in which it was agreed that the Bishops would enact matching policies each in his own
diocese prohibiting the acceptance of funds directly or indirectly related to the sale of firearms.

Canon 1262 §1 states, “Christ’s faithful have the right to donate temporal goods for the benefit of
the Church.” Not every donation must be accepted, and some can be lawfully refused.

Canon 1267 §2 states in part, “If there is question of a public juridical person the offering
mentioned in §1 cannot be refused except for a just reason and, in matters of greater importance,
with the permission of the Ordinary.” Notwithstanding the lawful use of firearms by many in the
community for hunting and self-defense, the necessity to ensure that the ministries of the Church
are not associated with the proliferation of firearms is a just reason and a matter of greater
importance for lawful refusal of such donations due to the nature of and representation of firearms

in today’s society.

This policy is meant to promote and further aid in the safety of the faithful and all visitors to
Catholic Churches, schools and diocesan facilities in the Diocese of Columbus.

THEREFORE, I decree the following:

1) The hosting of a sale or a raffle involving firearms or other weapons by any Catholic
parish or diocesan entity of the Diocese of Columbus is prohibited,;

2) The accepting of contributions directly or indirectly from the sale or raffle of firearms
by any Catholic parish or diocesan entity of the Diocese of Columbus is prohibited.

This decree is effective upon promulgation by publication in the electronic Clergy Bulletin, in The
Catholic Times, and on the Diocesan website.
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