


The lowering of the age of Confirmation is a change from the current Diocesan policy. It will 
require several phases of pastoral, liturgical, and catechetical transition and formation of families, their 
children, and all parish and school personnel involved with this process. It is imperative now more than 
ever to address the necessity to form our families in the Catholic faith and reconcile their faith with Jesus 
Christ and His Church. Children need to be exposed to the awe and wonder of God at a much earlier age 
and recognize their inherent value and worth as a child of God created in His image and likeness. 

The Chm:ch does not advocate or teach that once a child receives the sacrament of Confirmation, 
he has graduated from the Catholic Church and is no longer required to practice the Catholic faith. Also, 
the administration of the sacrament is not based on human maturity but on the internal conversion of the 
child who willingly desires to have an active sacramental relationship with Jesus Christ. The sacrament 
of Confirmation is part of a lifelong process of faith formation where the person is further initiated into 
the mysteries of Jesus Christ through active participation in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and reception 
of His true presence in the Holy Eucharist. With the spiritual trajectory of many families and their 
children trending toward a disaffiliation from the Church, the emphasis on family faith formation as a 
lifelong process is vital toward safeguarding the Catholic identity of our children. 

All of us have a responsibility to proclaim the salvific message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
provide a visible and loving path toward Christ for every soul we encounter. Strengthened by the Holy 
Spirit through the Sacrament of Confirmation, these young disciples in Christ will be better equipped to 
tackle the indifference and confusion they will face in a world that, at times, denies the existence or 
belief in God. Hence, we as a Diocesan community are called to strengthen our efforts in the formation 
of the family and parish youth ministry opportunities to provide a continual mystagogical presence in 
the lives of the young, long after they have received the Holy Spirit in Confirmation. 

The new Confirmation process will be implemented over the next four years, beginning in the 
fall of 2025 with initial training and formation and reception of the sacrament of Confirmation in the 
Spring of 2026 for Deanery Six, the Central Deanery. From the fall of 2025 to the Spring of 2029, a 
coordination of Deaneries will be determined with the assistance of the Dean of each Deanery for the 
reception of the sacrament of Confirmation. The Office ofEvangelization and Catechesis, in partnership 
with the Office of Catholic Schools and the Office of Divine Worship, will provide monthly training and 
formation of all respective parish catechetical staff, religious educators, and Catholic School educators 
over the next four years. 

In the next several months, expect multiple Diocesan communications on the new policy from 
the Office of Communications via the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis, the Office of Catholic 
Schools, and the Office of Divine Worship. 

I would like to personally thank you for your generous patience and understanding, as together 
we prepare to embark on reclaiming our identity and relationship with Jesus Christ. As we transition to 
this new era of our faith, thank you for all your evangelization and catechetical efforts in catechizing our 
families and young people. Let us call upon the Holy Spirit to guide us on this journey of faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

Sincerely yours in Clu-ist, 

Most Reverend Earl K. Fernandes 
Bishop of Columbus 


