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St. Mary's Female Institute, a private academy, was opened in 1848 by the Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur in the above historic residence, now St. Mary's Convent, 
Chillicothe. Noted for its recessed doorways and iron railings, it is one of 
Chillicothe's showplaces. The sketch by Caroline Williams is from the Cincinnati 
Enquirer of September 2�, �975. 
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THE CHILLICOTHE ACADEMY 
OF THE SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR 

The recent discovery of a "journal" written by a young lady during her days 
as a boarding student at an academy in Chillicothe conducted by the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur before the War between the States, has directed attention to 
that institution which was opened in 1848 (1). 

The Chillicothe Academy was a boarding and day school, and was known as 
St. Mary's Female Institute. It was housed in what is now the convent of the 
Sistero or Charity who teach in St. �-'!ary's School, Chillicothe. 

A�ccrd�ng to Ross County r cords of deeds, two 3isters of Notre Dame 
pu.rc11ased Lot #17 on the southwest corner �f :fo-urth and Paint Streets in 
Chillicoth� on September 14, 181�3, for the sum of $8,500.00. They took up 
re:._:.;idence in the stately t.ir3torie house built on the property by John Vloodbridge 
i_n 1816. The Academy waE opened that year and ·was listecl iL. the Catholic 
Directory each year J.ntil 186�'... The school "pr08pered from the start and was 
patronized by Pr,)testant.s and Cat;:1olics alike" (2). 

The ri.ames of the two cisters on the deed of purchase were Hortense Monnen. 
and Constance Remy. Bott were froM the Notre Dame Convent on Sixth Street in 
::;:Lncin:?:.ati, Ohio. Hortcr1E.;e T-fonsen was Sister Louis cle Gonzague, the first majo:­
s.i.perior of the SisterB of :i,;otre Dame i:i:-1 the United .:.it3.tes. She headed the 
pi::meer group of eight nun.<:: who ca�ne -··rom Namur, Helgium, in 184o at the request 
of Archbistop Furc;ell. Constar.ce Remy •,1as Siuter Laureritine who came to 
Cincinr:.ati from Namur with a later colony of Sj sters in 1845 (3). 

Tbe firot superior of the commL:nity of the n.ewly opened convent in 
Chillicothe i:a 142' \\. :; ..... �ster nary Hyacinthe (4) 1,1ho :1ad comP to the United 
States from Namur with a eolor1y 0:::· sister rrissionaries in 1850. She remained in 
Cbill::_cot:.1e until 13:;6 when .sLe left to head a new foundation i:a Philadelphia. 
3ister Laurentine �3er-1ed as dj rectress of the Acactemy from 1848 to 135.3 when 
she was recall'=d to Cinci.1111'1.ti to head the d&yschool there. 

The names of i:w"J othEr cisters '·Tho were at the Cnillicothe Academy are 
known. Both died tbcrr,. They h'ere Sister Mary Josephine who died i!1 ]_852, and 
Sist9r C:i:1.ristine who died in 135?. Both were :Juried in Sh::.llicothe, probably in 
the old St. Mary's Cemetery .. Tlieir r�rnainc were tcL"k.:eL. to the sisters' cemetery 
at Ht. Notre Dam0, Cinci.nriati, in 1890. It "is of il.terest to note that Sister 
Mary Josepi_ine was the first American .:3ister cf Not:>:"'e Dame. She had entered 
the novitiate at the Sixtr,. Ctr<�et Convent, Cind·1nati 9 in 181+1, 3.nd was pro­
fessed in 1843 (5). 

1.l.1�e nan�e2 of other .sisters who were at the Academy during its existence 
are no-: rcco::-:-dcd. '.:oHever, the "journal" above mentioned reveals the names of 
"isters Aloy.Ee, Clarisse, 1V1arie, Euphcasia and Louise. 

Besides conducting the A�ademy, the 2isters also went out daily to teach 
ir_ the two parish EchooJ s ( 6), St. lvlary' G � fo�nded in 1.33? fer the English­
speaking Catholics, and St. Peter's, for t:-1e Germans in 18lf-5 ( 7). 
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I.Jo ret;ister exists of the early pupils of these schools. A few names of 
girls at-:ending the Acacerry survive: Elizabeth Reigney, later Mrs,. Walter Poland, 
wa::; among the early puri1_s, as were also Estelle nncl El'llI!'.a Cook, who becawe 
respectively Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Daniels (8). 

Anothor pupil, Lucy Pine (9), was enrolled in the boarding school about 
1850. lfor parents :i.ad emigr,:tted fror:i England to the United States and had 
settled at Paint Creek Farm, near Chillicotbe, where their only child :i:.ucy 
was born in 1833. Sbe had been baptized in the E'piscopal Churc:'.l in 1846. lt.'hile 
a pupil at the Academy she eniered the Catholic Church in 1851, having been 
instructed by Sister La::.trentine. Lucy entered. the novit i..ate of the Sinters of 
Notre Dame in Gfo.cirm.ati ir, 1851+, and was professed Sister Mary in 1856. She 
became a dist inguir.;hed and muc�.-loved teacher on the faculty or: Mt. Notre Dame 
Academy, Reading, Ohio, where sb.e served from 12/:io unt iJ her death in J 880. 
(During her girlh,::;od in Chillicothe she was '.Jrg&nist at St. Mary's Church.) 

Although t:-J.e various schools of the Sis-1:ers of NoLre Dame in Chillicothe 
prospered, the foundation was closed in 1862 ( 10). '.:..'he reason :Ls thought to 
have been the sr:arcity of priests in those years, when prier�ts had to care for 
many distant missions as well as their 01,m parishes. These circumstances oftE>n 
J.eft t:be si1::;te:rs and pupils for· months at a time without Mass or the sacraments. 
Cond.;_tions a.risi.ng from the War 1:>etween t1.e States ma;)' al.so have influenced the 
sisters in cloGing the Academy. 

It n�y be added that the Sisters of �otre Dame de Nam�r from Cincin_-riati 
returned to Ch.illicc-t.he again in 1867 and remai::.1.P-d until 1872. Their third and 
last four1dat:ion in Chillieot1:,.e was :from 1:883 to 1891. 

(1) The "Jo11rnal" of the yoang lady will ba published in future issues of the 
"Lulletin". 

(2) Letters of the i'.:iistors of Charity, St. Mary Conve;_1.t., Chillicothe, Ohio, 
-l 972-19730 

0) Register of European Sisters of Notre Dame, Missior_..aries to the United States, 
184{)-lfl.90. Archives of the Sisters of Notre Dawe, tl1e Provincial House, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

(4) Sister Mary Hyacinthe, Memoirs of Sisters of Notre Dame, Vol. III. Archives. 
(5) Ohio Province Statistics and Register of Professed Sisters of Notre Dame de 

Namur, 1�40-1900. Archives. 
(6) St. Mary's Church

i 
Chillicothe, Ohio, Centennial, 1�69-1969. Booklet. 

(7) Annals of the Convent of Notre Dame de Namur, Sixth Street, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 184�-1891. Archives. 

(8) St. Mary's Church, Chillicothe, Ohio, Centennail, 1869-1969. Booklet. 
(9) Sister Mary - Lucy Pine - Memoirs of the Sisters of Notre Dame, Vol. II. 

Archives. 
(10) Memoirs of Sister Louise, Mary Yiannix, Editor, 1907. Archives. 
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REBELLION IN ROME 
( Syl v :-:.t er :Rosecrans' "Journal" Continued) 

(Excerpts from the "Journal" of Sylvester H. Rosecrans, seminarian, 
3.nd later first Bishop of Columbus, published here through the co1.1rtesy of the 
Archives, University of Notre Dame.) 

Dec. 11 (lf48). I re�ume my journal. Today I was disturbed a little by 
a r.-:·o··J of peopl - who p'l:":[jed from the Pi:1.z:2:;a del Popolo up the Corso, screaming 
like ro..�y perGons . . . .  It was said they were going to the Capitol to demand 
so�c ::;o�t of political change . . . . .  . 

Dec. 19. I h:ivo been to confession this morning. I am going to Communion 
to ,i :·_ ow and day after tomorrow. One year ago I did ex ctly the same thing, go 
to Communio::1 on the la�-t day of the old year and New Year's day. . . . . . . . 

Dec. 27. Quotidie morior. Another day has passed into the deep Eternity 
behin. . Today we went to St. Lawrence. In th,3 forenoon we had High Mass. . . . 
I finished my let�cr to William tonight. I answered his questions about my 
Commu::1ion, said a little to encournge him in his pursuit of virtue, &c; the last 
page I wrote to Annie about Christmas, &c; the stable at Ara Coeli; the English 
going to Church, news of the Pope's Edict, &c . . .  

Jan. 9 (1849). We are in the midst of another retiro (retreat). 
My life ic to be employed in preaching and in the Confessional. For both there 
is neces-'1.ry the moct tender charity, with all its fruits. 

Feb. i. Another retiro. A great gift of God �ratis . . .  

March 6, 1849. It hqs been a long time since I wrote any by way of journal, 
and so I co�mence today a little something. I h�ve bothered my head the last 
foJr months with political affairs, but have gained nothing by the operation but 
a lose of time . . . . . . .  . 

March 29. The do..y before yesterday Col. Thomas and the Rev. Mr. Parks called 
on me. I was much pleased with Col. Thomas though I am afraid he will never be 
a Catholic. His ignorance was very great. He said the Church in this country was 
not the same as it is in the U.S. and instanced the dress of the clergy. He did 
not know ··.'hat Indulgences were. . . . . . 

The retiro of Holy Week 1849. I think it well to preserve a record or two 
of tho..t. fa m:i.de three medit.1.ti.on.s. '11he first was on the use of grace derived 
from the tears which our Savior shed over Jer:.1::;o.lem . . . .  The second meditation 
was on the suffering of our �avior . . . .  The third meditation was on the duties 
of our ctate. 1I1his state beinc; tile l\po ,...tolate, our duties are the same as those 
of the Apostles . . . .  

April 24. F�iday. I have set down to scribble a few lines of notes that may 
serve hereaf�er for some not of this time if I should ever need it. We are cooped 
up here now fa three days uncertain of what is going on in the city and only 
knowing that it is unsafe to go out. The French who arrived at Civita Vecchia 
on the 21 are in posse..._::::;ion of that city. Yecterday four commissions came to 
trc t with thc�;c rn2dmen here. They ordered the Pope's overnme�t be restored, then 
promised th:1 t f'T:·thcr treating would be h·J..d. The Assembly shouted out against 
it; swore tl1�y .old maintain their freedom to the last. They became infuriated. 
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And the French asked them to put an end to the ir ragazzat o ( childi shness ) and 

talk like men . But they only shout ed the more . So that the Ambassadors left 
de j e ct ed for the evils t o  be brought upon the cit y. It is said that their army 
i : :;  now on the march from Ci vi ta Ve cchia . In the meant ime the ::'.'adi cals here are 
p eparing for de fense . They are building barri c,des out at the Civita Ve cchia 
� te and ruined th e two bridge s Pont e Molle and St . Angelo ' s . New troops se em t o  
i 1e arriving - o f  , ,  ibaldi , I believe . Several nunneri es have been broken up and 

their inhabitant s sent abroad to shift for themselves.  One at the Church of  St . 
Sylve st er whi ch is  very large they sent the nuns away from the sight of  us . The 
people colle ct ed in immense crowds to wi tness the operat ion .  A line of carriages 

C 'l□e up , was filled :.:md drove off .  Numbers of  arme d ci vies were present , whether 
to keep the pe ople from prevent ing that the house should be empt ied , or t o  
facilitat e i t  o r  t o  prevent insult and robbery to  t h e  house , I d o  not know. A 
vc �y large crowd colle ct ed just now in the twili�1t seemed t o  indi cat e the arrival 
of  troops . There ( were ) only about forty  nuns , I believe . The other houses were 
o . .  nt ied  in the ::;-ime way.  

In the  meant ime Lu chi and the  Neapolitans �  G said to  be  coming up from 

' ;-o. cina( ? ) . And the Ge rman troops are about t o  oc cupy Romagna , if they have it 
1 10 t- now . What these wret ches want to fight for I do not know. What hope s they 

: �n have , I do no t �cc . Perhaps Go d lets them harden their  heart s in order that 
their chast isement ��y be more si gnal . Or they may be so mad as for the name of  
liberty  they want to  die .  That great villains are among them who cannot hope t o  

ec;cape publi c  just i ce ought to  b e  a reason \·.1hy they should run away . Perhaps they 
v,m!it to  di e avenged.  Poor Creature s!  How many of  them ere Sunday night may have 
seen the realities  of human l i fe .  God forgive them and save them ! 

As fo r us we naturally feel a litt le unea�y , not knowing but that the nuns 
. ,  the first got off  cheaply . The ignorance in whi ch we are of what is do ing. 

All the papers h�vc been ::;t opped contribut e s to our uneasiness.  Will they resi st ? 

A few days will de cide . Perhaps t omorrow ni �1t may find us bombarde d. The civi cs 
and carabiniers have re fuse d to fight . We will maint ina order , they say . . . .  

Go d be loved and ble c.,ed  forever.  

Sunday , April 29 . We had a walk t o day in the morning. Tro ops we re arriving 
a the Port o del Popolo about a company in civ ;  � dre ss . Some grenadiers also 
arrived on Mont e Pineo ( ? ) and insult ed  us �� ie passed along. We saw a barri cade 
out side of the city and a batt ery along the Via Flaminia.  The three st reets  
going out int o the Piaz�a del Popolo are being barri cade d ,  barri cades of  dirt . 

Th2y are also digging holes in the Piazza itself , whether for mat erials or for 
the dest ruct ion of  the road I do not know. They have ruined the two bridge s .  
They are also  barri cading b y  St . Pet er ' s . For mat erials they have taken down a 
quart er of  a mile of  the covere d way. Six thousand civi cs are sai d t o  have 
volunt eered , and gone out o f  the city at 12 past ni ght to at tack the French at 
Civita  Ve cchia , i n  �ddition to  other troops previ ously sent . They seem re solved 
here t o  maintain �I obst inat e de fense . The French it is said will be nonplussed 
at me et ing oppo� i t ion �nd will h�ve t o  send ba ck for new inst ructions . 

The edi ct "'.1., , th:i.t when the French .J.rri ve the bell in the Campidoglio  will 
round and then t h�t all the churchc � must ring their bells and all good cit i zens 
to arms . Two au � �orit ies .... ay t r1e vanguard of the French is only 15 mile s away. 
These fellows are det ermined t o  ent er the house s and fire from the windows , and 
so to de fend the city st ep by st ep . St esbi�i �nys whi ch do you want your Republi c  
o r  the an cient government o f  t h e  Pric�t s? A sharp h i t  h e  made ! And they answered 
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hurr.:tll for the Republi c .  This evening a mob took the Cardinals ' carriage s out 
t o  make barri cades with .  Four or five went for ours . They made a bonfire in the 
evening , I suppose to bn rn those parts of them that were of  no use in the 
barri cade s .  Al fuo co , al fuo co ( t o  fire , to fire ! ) , they cried  here and we thought 
they were go ing to put fire to the college . 

April 30 . The French came . The firing commenced about e i ght o ' clock in the 
morning. Though in good truth I did not hear it unt il after 12 . I saw the shops 
closing at 9 ,  and the soldiers r�nning through the st re ets  like mad .  Drums were 
beat ing and the wildest confusion filling the city.  They saw the cannon from the 
first off from the wall behind St .  Pet er ' s  at Mont e Mari . Finally in the aft ernoon 
came a rattle  of  musket ,....ho t �· ':. h i ch last e d  fo r :;ome t ime . Then about us began 
to  run the "viva" through the city that the French were beat en. A lit tle aft er 
four the shot s cease d ,  except here and the re a shot in joy over the vi ct ory. The 
Italians have several hundred killed and wounded.  They have also lost some 
prisoners . They took �ome prisoners also , some twent y or thirty daring fellows 
who scaled the wall to spike the cannon.  They pretended to have taken two cannon 
but this is not so clear . About the posit ion they had I cannot gather anything 
intelligible . Nor as to the number of the French doe s anything appear . A wounde d 
French pri soner told his Do ct or that they were a vanguard o f  15 ,000 . 

This st ory is very probable that this vanguard approaching encount ered  the 
Tiraioli ( ? )  and some of the Garibaldi a�sassins out side of the walls , de feat e d  
i t  and followe d i t  up t o  the gat e s .  Out o f  200 Sapienza st udent s only 1 4  remain 
now. The Frenchman t ells that the main body rest s about 16 miles away . Toni ght 
the Romans fanno festa (mav.:e fe ast ) . .  Ul the windows in the city are illuminate d ; 
even ours have lamps sitt ing out side . Mine fell by the way int o the st reet and 
was lost , as did Ryan ' s . Garibal di was wounded in re scuing the Tiraioli . 

May 1 .  Inst ead of  the roar of  cannon this morning all was perfe ct ly quiet . 
The Bl� ksmith across l�e �ay opene d his shop at the usual t ime . �nd commerce 
goes gaily on. Tnc Fren c� ret ired in the night and we know nothing more of them . 
Today it rains and little will be done t owards mar ching today. The civi cs seem 
det ermined t o  keep order o 

May 2 .  TodQy �l3o was quiet enough , though part i culars are be ing colle ct e d  
of  n o  pleasant t error.  Many priests  have been arrest e d ,  and two French priest s 
�e re shot on the day o f  the battle . A Trart everino priest was shot last we ek . 
Another priest has been hewn in pie ces in the ci ty , the same day o f  the battle . 
The populace ent ered the Fre Q h Ambacrador ' s of  ice and siezing upon a Frenchman 
draGgCct  him out .. �d shot him . The se cret ary of the Ambassador escaped.  New troops 
arrive d  from Fr��cat i and vi cinity today , about 20 ,000 it was daid .  Saturday 
even i �� came a :u�or that the Neapolitans cros ccd  the confines and somebody had 
read the Pro clamat ion of Phil�ngclli ; also that the Germans would arrive at the 
� . .  1:-:ic t · r1e ·,..,ith :1 · : : . 

It w.'}.;-;. '.J.l; ,o  !"' !mored  that 14 , 000 went out o f  Rome t o  drive off  the French 
and wer8 cut t o  pie cec  in the night of  the 2nd . 

May 3 .  We c�nr ot  go out int o the st reet yet , but are cooped up here from 
morning till ni . � L . Know nothing . 
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May 4.  Today the drums beat after dinner and Garibaldi ' s  assassins met and 
marched t owardc St . John Lat eran ' s ; it was said to meet the Neapolitans who 
were at Albano with 10 pie ces o f  cannon.  Today four men , one 0 f  them a priest , 
were killed and dragged through the stre e t s  and thrown int o the Tiber • • • • •  
caroled out some lit tle children in the  streets as they batt ered a cardinal ' s  
carriage wheel . We hope the Garibaldani a buon viaggi o .  They  say they have 
ruined t he Dorian Palace . Daye of blood t o  suc ceed  yet . God help us . 

May 5 .  The Garibaldani should have returned ,  but they have engaged the 

Neapolitans it is said and been cut t o  pieces . A few of  them with  Garibaldi 

cK;caped  and ran away nobody knows where . At the same t ime the Caribiniers and 

Dragoons de 1:.,erte d  t o  the Neapolitans . 

May 7 ,  Vigil of st . Michael ' s  apparition .  Today the Republic  sent out the 
Fr8nch prisoners , with sound of trumpet and festival . The red flag was taken 
down from the castle and the triumvirate ( it is said )  have t old the French that 
they had hitherto mistaken their ob ject ; but that now , when the French have 
received 12 , 000 reenforcements and the Neapolitans in frightful numbers are 
standing at Albano . We begin to see through the affair and are willing, nay 
wish, for the French t o  enter the city. The Italian revolutionists would link 
Italy with France in the coming ruin( ? )  of that unhappy nation. The devil is  
working hard and Europe is  going to  Barbarism ; we  shall see , or other generations 
shall see . . . . •  

May 8 .  We are floating down the tide of time again without port in view.  
The finishing of the war ani the return of tranquility has been my part , but the 
story yesterday about the Fre�ch having exploded , we are thrown adrift again. 
When will we get out ? When will we have scho0l? When will the Austrians the 
French the Spa:'.lish the Neapoli.tans e:iter? But after all , this serves me right . 
What are these things to  me ? Will I be  more virtuous , better prepared to  die by 
their entrance ? Will it be easier to  show fortitude , humility , simple mindedness 
then? �hou dost well , 0 my God , to  deny me what I want and delay what I desire . 
But in the meantime what horrid stories will poor mothers . . . •  and the boys 
here • • . .  I must write to them . A good plan will be to write  a short letter . • . 

The .A.m,trians are said to  be in Ferrara 200 miles away, and it is said that 
they are yet t o  c ome before our affair will be consummated. Last night an edict 
was issued saying that it mattered little to us whether there were three or four 
powers engaged in the matter ,  very c,)urageous. The French prisoners who were 
commissioners taken when they came to treat were delivered up at a threat of 
Oudinot (French General ) ;  that if not he w.:)Uld enter the city in 24 hours. And 
so things stand where they stood. 

9 .  Another day of  confineme'1t o I ,rrote to  \Jilli.am today , not to be 
nrndous , S.-c .  I saw Col . Thomas in the str2ets today . t,bout 1500 line troops 
entered today, said to be of Ancona and the adjacent places . What will be the 
result of the 3ffair? 3lood,  blood.  C folly of men thnt for the trifles of an 
ho •.10r thus ,·:0urder eac11 ot 1 ;er and the:7sel ves ! 

The FrencJ, are encamned quietly about 10 miles off.  The Spaniard 8000 
at Fiumicelli . r .eapolitans at Albano , &c , and here theJ are fortifying. 
Garibaldi did have a brush with the Neapolitans and then ran away to  Licoli 
and robbed tho Cathedr;:il t:1ere of all chalices e:c . Are they waiting for the 
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Germans? They are in Florence . I thought something of going away today. I was 
going to borrow the money from Callen. If I had money of my own I would 
certainly go tomorrow. But as I have tried so lately the temper of the superiors 
about this I hesitate .  France too will soon be in uproar unless this affair is  
carefully conducted to  a close , for the sovreigns of Europe cannot stand long 
this fire in their midst . They are too combustible.  

May 11. This morning there was a tremendous beating of drums and great 
excitement , caused apparently by the approach of  the French who are now in sight . 
It does not seem that the Iterians( ? )  have approached at all , though nothing 
certain can be gathered from the rumors we hear. The French will probably 
approach nearer tomorrow. They say there are now about troops about the 
city, though most probably the number is really a little short of 60 , 000. In 
like manner they say there are 60, 000 or 70, 000 men under arms in Rome , though 
really I cannot believe that there are more than 30, 000. So we stand; each day 
we say perhaps it will come tomorrow , and then again tomorrow. We feel t olerably 
secure , though the soldiers will probably enter the buildings to fire from the 
windows , and they have already filled little bags of dirt to throw out our 
windows on them . Tomorrow now, says a well circulated rumor, a voce commune . 
Perhaps the Austrians are yet to  come . 

May 12 . Nothing. I saw Callen in secular dress. He cut a most ludicrous 
figure • • • •  They are laying all about Rome & very close , within a mile . 
Tomorrow being Sunday they will do nothing. 

May • All night there was . • • •  and they blew up Ponte Molle . The 
city was illuminated in ¼ hour. A false alarm of some carrier who tried to  
drive his carriage through the French lines without answering the ( who goes 
there? )  and was so frightened by a pistol shot that he drove clear back to the 
city and raised an alarm that they were coming. 

May 14. We are surrounded. The French stand at Nero ' s  sepulcher. • • • • 

May 19 . ::ere we are at May 19 in statu quo . But I have changed my t aste .  
I thought of preserving a sort of  record of  these times ,  but that thought with 
my usual inconstancy I have changed. I now fear that I shall remember t oo much 
of these villainous affairs • • • • •  

June Lt . Yeste�day at 4 o ' clock in the the French approached the 

gate in three or four places and there was sharp firing from 5 o ' clock until 
after 8 p.mo The hospitals are full of wounded and there are numbers in St . 
Andrew ' s . The French it seems merely wished to  plant their cannons in good  
positions and the Romans went out to  impe de them . Five companies of  Romans were 
taken prisoners . Several of Garibaldi ' s  were destroyed and his adjutant was 
shot . The Teraioli ( ? ) after a night ' s  debauch in the Roman College in which 
they had a procession for C .Do and a High Mass went out to fight and were nearly 
destroyed. Today t1:ere has been a little firing almost all day, on the part of 
ours , I believe . The French, having lain quietly behind their barricades.  We 
were called upon for thirty beds today. They gave twelve . Tomorrow will probably 
be the day, three days of blood. 

(To be continued )  
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